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BOROUGH  OF  HOVE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  1950 

t 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of 
the  town  for  the  year  1950  and  as  has  been  my  practice  since  1948, 
I am  attaching  reports  on  the  health  of  the  School  Children  and  on 
the  Welfare  Services  administered  by  the  Health  Sub-Committee  for 
Hove  and  Portslade.  Although,  as  I had  occasion  to  comment  last 
year,  much  has  been  lost  of  the  Public  Plealth  Committee’s  previous 
responsibilities,  a study  of  the  following  pages  reveals  a surprising 
variety  of  subjects  which  are  still  left  for  it  to  deal  with,  including  an 
ever  increasing  number  of  orders  and  amendments  to  orders  issued 
by  various  Government  Departments.  Among  the  important  matters 
which  were  laid  before  it  during  the  year  were  the  Model  Byelaws 
for  Clean  Food,  the  Shoreham  Harbour  Local  Enquiry  and  in  the 
closing  days  of  the  year,  the  Smallpox  Outbreak,  all  of  which  receive 
special  mention  in  my  foreword. 

One  of  the  features  of  modern  existence  is  the  virtual  conquest 
either  by  the  introduction  of  preventive  methods  or  the  employment 
of  scientific  discoveries  in  medicine,  of  the  more  serious  diseases 
alongside  the  apparent  increase  in  the  number  of  minor  complaints, 
particularly  of  the  respiratory  and  digestive  organs,  which  if 
not  totally  disabling  do,  by  a cumulative  interference  with  the  daily 
routine  of  the  home,  the  office  or  the  factory,  slow  down  national 
efficiency  and  interfere  with  the  complete  enjoyment  of  leisure. 
This  may  be  due  to  a variety  of  causes,  some  of  them  connected  with 
the  inception  of  the  National  Health  Act  whereby  a larger  number  of 
people  are  enabled  to  consult  a doctor  without  the  necessity  of  at  any 
rate  a direct  payment,  but  it  also  seems  as  though  the  frustrations  of 
daily  life  and  the  food  shortages  in  quantity  and  quality  facilitate  the 
development  of  these  disabilities  and  retard  their  removal.  This 
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generally  speaking  was  the  picture  in  Hove  in  1950,  an  absence  of  the 
killing  or  disabling  infections  such  as  Influenza  and  Pneumonia,  but 
a considerable  amount  of  vague  illness  and  a general  feeling  amongst 
adults  at  any  rate,  of  partial  unfitness  for  their  daily  tasks. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Since  1947  Birth  and  Death  Rates  have  tended  more  and  more  to 
revert  to  their  pre-war  type  and  level  and  in  1950  they  were  slightly 
lower  than  in  1949,  10.42 — 16.94.  For  purposes  of  comparison  the 
Registrar  General  has  again  issued  Comparability  Figures  for  both 
these  rates  which  has  the  effect  of  making  Hove’s  Birth  and  Death 
Rates  11.54—10.69  as  against  15.8 — 11.6  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  reached  the  exceptionally  low  level  of 
16.57  and  the  Neo-Natal  (deaths  of  infants  under  one  month)  of  8.29. 
Nothing  has  been  more  satisfactory  than  the  reduction  in  this  rate 
throughout  and  since  the  war  years,  a result  contributed  to  by  the 
devotion  of  the  mothers  themselves,  the  social  services  provided  for 
their  welfare,  the  national  rationing  system  including  the  priorities  for 
nursing  mothers  and  their  babies,  and  the  reduction  in  the  size  of 
the  family.  The  saving  of  infant  life  has  been  achieved  mainly  in  the 
first  born  and  not  in  those  that  follow  after.  It  is,  therefore,  with 
considerable  apprehension  that  one  sees  the  increasing  rise  in  the  cost 
of  living  and  a widening  gap  between  it  and  in  many  cases  the  total 
family  income.  The  realisation  that  the  purchase  of  a new  pair  of 
boots  will  swallow  the  whole  of  the  weekly  wage  packet  in  many 
families,  and  that  the  original  5/-  Children’s  Allowance  is  now  equal 
to  l/7d.,  makes  one  wonder  how  much  longer  these  improved 
mortality  and  nutritional  rates  will  continue  at  their  present  low  levels. 
An  analysis  of  the  infant  deaths  shews  that  approximately  2/3-rds  were 
due  to  infections  which  should  be  either  preventable  or  remediable, 
and  the  remaining  1 /3rd  to  prematurity,  which  in  the  absence  of 
definite  knowledge  of  the  factors  and  influences  which  produce  it, 
is  only  under  favourable  circumstances  curable.  There  were  for  the 
fourth  year  in  succession  no  Maternal  Deaths. 

Tuberculosis. 

An  improved  method  of  comparison  with  the  entries  in  the  Chest 
Clinic  Register  revealed  some  omissions  during  the  year  and  the  total 
number  of  cases  at  the  31st  December  stood  at  : 


Cases  : 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Males 

236 

Females 

174 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

43 

64 

Deaths  : 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

13 

12 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

— 

• — 

There  were  7 cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  children  under 
the  age  of  15  years  and  with  the  elimination  of  many  of  the  other 
infections  of  this  age  group.  Tuberculosis  has  steadily  risen  in 
precedence  among  children  of  school  age. 
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The  material  and  physical  needs  of  the  patients  are  provided  for  by 
the  Area  After  Care  Committee,  but  the  housing  and  re-housing  of 
the  families  is  the  concern  of  the  Borough  and  it  is  unfortunate 
that  some  of  the  most  deserving  cases  from  a Public  Health  aspect, 
by  reason  of  their  short  period  of  residence  in  the  Borough  or  because 
of  the  lack  of  suitable  alternative  accommodation  within  their  means, 
cannot  be  rehoused  as  quickly  as  their  condition  really  justifies. 

Venereal  Disease. 

From  the  table  on  page  19  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  were 
only  13  new  cases  of  Syphilis  and  18  of  Gonorrhoea  in  the  Hove 
area  attending  the  Clinic  and  it  is  no  less  satisfactory  to  see  that  of 
the  68  not  suffering  from  either  disease,  35  were  able  to  receive 
treatment  for  their  condition.  The  routine  taking  of  blood  samples 
in  connection  with  the  ante-natal  examination  of  pregnant  women 
and  new  methods  of  treatment  have  resulted  in  the  virtual  elimination 
of  syphilis  of  congenital  origin. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

One  of  the  astonishing  features  of  the  first  half  of  the  present 
century  is  the  decline  in  all  countries,  despite  the  incidence  of  two 
world  wars  of  the  mortality  from  practically  all  the  major  infectious 
diseases  even  though  their  actual  incidence  may  have  increased. 
The  rise  in  social  standards  and  sanitation,  together  with  measures 
of  active  prevention  and  improved  methods  of  treatment  have  all 
played  their  part,  but  it  is  certainly  difficult  to  understand  why  in  the 
short  space  of  50  years  such  a radical  alteration  either  in  the  life  history 
of  the  parasite  or  in  the  resistance  of  man  should  have  taken  place. 
This  recent  trend  is  represented  in  the  difference  between  the  figures 
for  1900  and  1950  in  Hove  reproduced  below  : 


Disease 

Cases 

Mortality 

1900 

Scarlet  Fever 

173 

3 

1950 

33  33 

91 

— 

1900 

Typhoid  Fever 

27 

4 

1950 

33  3? 

1 

— 

1900 

Diphtheria  . . 

71 

1950 

33 

. . — 

— 

In  this  table  Poliomyelitis  does  not  occur  since  it  was  not  until  1911 
that  any  outbreaks  occurred  in  this  country  and  the  first  epidemic  was 
as  recent  as  1947.  In  1950  the  number  of  cases  notified  in  England 
and  Wales  was  8,709,  so  that  Hove  was  fortunate  in  escaping  with 
5 cases  and  1 death.  3 out  of  the  5 cases  were  in  adults.  The  new 
form  for  notification  of  this  disease  was  issued  during  the  year  and 
its  differentiation  between  paralytic  and  non-paralytic  cases  makes 
for  more  accurate  statistics. 

Although  the  Smallpox  outbreak  falls  more  into  the  history  of 
1951  than  1950  since  the  first  recorded  case  only  occurred  on  the 
27th  December,  it  is  convenient  to  deal  with  it  as  a whole  in  this  year’s 
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Report  while  the  facts  are  clearly  in  mind.  On  its  termination  in 
February  1951  I issued  a comprehensive  report  to  the  Public  Health 
Committee,  the  substance  of  which  is  reproduced  below. 


History  of  the  Outbreak. 


Smallpox  was  introduced  into  this  country  by  an  R.A.F.  officer 
who  flew  home  to  Scotland  from  India  and  subsequently  travelled 
to  Brighton  on  the  29th  November.  During  his  stay  of  12  days 
in  the  town  he  developed  an  illness  with  a slight  rash,  which  was  not 
seen  by  a doctor  until  just  before  his  return  to  duty.  This  was 
subsequently  diagnosed  as  smallpox  very  highly  modified  by  recent 
vaccination.  He  infected  a young  woman,  a telephone  operator,  in 
the  house  where  he  was  staying,  and  she  was  admitted  to  Bevendean 
Flospital  on  the  18th  December,  the  true  nature  of  her  illness  being 
undiagnosed  until  the  27th  December,  when  her  father  was  admitted 
with  suspected  smallpox.  The  diagnosis  of  smallpox  in  his  case 
was  confirmed  on  the  28th  December. 


As  a result  of  these  events  the  infection  spread  to  3 main  foci  : 


The  Hospital  : 


Telephone  Exchange  : 

Laundry  to  which  the  clothes 
of  the  R.A.F.  officer  were 


9 nurses. 

2 domestics. 
1 gardener. 

1 baby. 


? 


cases. 


sent 


6 cases. 


3 died. 

Died. 

Died. 

Recovered. 

Both  recovered. 


2 died. 


There  were,  in  addition,  5 other  cases  with  1 death.  The  total 
number  of  cases  in  which  the  diagnosis  was  confirmed  by  laboratory 
tests  was  29,  and  there  was  a further  6 in  which  the  diagnosis  was  made 
clinically  but  not  so  confirmed.  Of  the  29  confirmed  cases,  18  were 
unvaccinated,  9 vaccinated  in  infancy  only,  2 vaccinated  in  infancy 
and  since.  There  were  10  deaths,  7 in  unvaccinated  persons  and  3 
vaccinated  only  in  infancy  some  50  years  previously. 

The  first  intimation  I received  of  the  outbreak  was  a telephone 
message  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Plealth  for  Brighton  during  the 
afternoon  of  Wednesday,  the  27th  December,  giving  me  a brief  resume 
of  the  position  and  informing  me  that  a close  contact  of  one  of  the 
Brighton  cases,  the  telephone  operator,  was  reported  to  be  ill  at  her 
home  in  Portslade.  I immediately  visited  her  but  found  it  impossible 
to  make  a definite  diagnosis  at  the  time  and  arranged  accordingly 
for  her  to  be  kept  under  observation  and  isolated  at  home.  1 visited 
her  the  next  day,  made  some  tests  and  arranged  for  admission  to  the 
Long  Reach  Smallpox  Hospital,  Dartford,  as  a suspected  case.  She 
was  subsequently  notified  as  a definite  but  mild  case.  At  the  same 
time  arrangements  were  made  for  daily  visits  to  62  telephone  operators 
living  in  Hove,  and  30  cement  workers,  all  of  whom  had  been  in 
contact  with  the  early  Brighton  cases,  also  to  households  who  had 
received  clothing  from  an  infected  laundry. 
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On  the  2nd  January  I received  a message  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Brighton  and  Hove  Hospital  Management  Committee  that  owing 
to  the  severe  weather  it  had  been  decided  to  open  the  Foredown 
Hospital,  Portslade,  for  the  reception  of  smallpox  cases  and  asking 
for  my  assistance.  I went  up  to  the  Hospital  and  with  my  knowledge 
was  able  to  contribute  then  and  subsequently  to  the  solution  of  the 
many  problems  which  arose  as  the  result  of  this  very  short  warning. 
The  first  case  was  admitted  about  8.0  p.m.  that  evening. 

On  the  4th  January  word  was  received  from  Brighton  that  some 
infected  bedding  had  been  received  by  a large  group  of  laundries  in 
Hove.  Immediate  steps  were  taken  to  isolate  and  disinfect  these 
goods — all  the  staff  were  vaccinated  on  the  two  following  days, 
and  all  absentees  were  visited  until  they  were  certified  as  clear.  On 
the  5th  January  a laundry  in  Portslade  was  implicated  and  similar 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  disposal  of  the  goods,  vaccination 
and  supervision  of  the  workers.  On  the  12th  January  a second 
laundry  in  Hove  was  notified  as  having  received  infected  bedding 
and  the  same  precautions  had  to  be  taken. 

On  the  10th  January  a second  telephone  operator  was  diagnosed 
as  suffering  from  smallpox  and  this  necessitated  a further  series  of 
visits  to  all  the  telephone  staff.  On  the  21st  January  a suspected 
case  was  reported  who  had  been  in  contact  with  a large  number  of 
boys  in  a football  team  and  all  these  had  to  be  visited  and  inspected. 

There  were  two  cases  in  which  the  source  of  infection  could  not  be 
clearly  traced  and  this  gave  special  cause  for  anxiety  since  the  number 
and  identity  of  their  contacts  could  not  be  clearly  defined  and,  therefore, 
it  was  always  possible  for  unsuspected  cases  to  arise  anywhere  in  the 
area.  This  brief  review  o,nly  gives  an  incomplete  picture  of  the  whole 
campaign— constant  check  had  to  be  kept  on  all  contacts,  and  sus- 
picious cases  reported  on  from  all  sources,  visited  and  immediate 
decisions  made.  Plans  had  also  to  be  made  for  accommodation  of 
contacts  should  a case  arise  and  two  new  flats  were  kept  available 
for  this  purpose. 


Vaccination. 

On  the  30th  December  it  was  decided,  in  response  to  public  demand, 
to  open  a Vaccination  Centre  at  the  Town  Hall  Annexe.  This  was 
subsequently  transferred  on  the  6th  January  to  the  Town  Hall,  and 
sessions  were  held  morning,  afternoon  and  evening,  including 
Sundays,  until  February  3rd. 

In  all,  some  19,848  vaccinations  were  performed— the  largest 
number  on  any  one  day  being  2,080  on  Thursday,  4th  January.  In 
addition  the  private  doctors  carried  out  a further  23,256  in  their  own 
surgeries. 
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The  table  reproduced  below  sets  out  some  of  the  details  of  the  work 
of  the  Department  : 

Number  of  vaccinations  carried  out  at  Town  Hall 

Annexe  and  Town  Hall  up  to  Saturday,  3rd  February  19,848 


Number  of  vaccinations  carried  out  by  private  doctors 

on  residents  of  Hove  and  Portslade  . . . . 23,256 

Number  of  contacts  in  Flove  and  Portslade  . . 213 

Number  of  visits  by  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

personally  to  contacts  and  suspects  . . . . 325 

Number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Chief  and  District 

Sanitary  Inspectors  . . . . . . 2,083 


It  would  be  invidious  when  all  worked  so  hard  and  so  conscien- 
tiously in  the  common  cause,  to  single  out  any  individuals  for  special 
mention,  and  1 can  only  say  how  indebted  I am  to  all  my  staff,  doctors, 
sanitary  inspectors,  health  visitors,  clerical  staff,  and  to  voluntary 
workers,  for  their  great  co-operative  efforts.  I should  also  mention 
the  Town  Clerk,  Borough  Surveyor  and  the  Housing  Manager  for 
assistance  in  various  directions. 

There  are,  I believe,  two  important  lessons  to  be  learned  from  this 
outbreak  : 

(1) .  That  until  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  returned  to  his 
rightful  place  as  controller  of  infectious  disease  in  his  area,  so  long 
will  outbreaks  of  this  nature  arise.  Prior  to  the  National  Health  Act 
of  1946  he  was  the  first  to  receive  information  of  real  or  suspected 
cases  of  infectious  disease,  because  he  was  called  in  as  a preliminary 
to  hospital  admission — today  the  private  doctor  arranges  directly 
with  the  infectious  disease  hospital  and  usually  calls  one  of  their 
staff  for  consultation  when  he  is  in  doubt.  The  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  therefore,  only  hears  about  the  case  either  after  it  has  been 
admitted  to  the  infectious  disease  hospital  or  when  he  is  notified  by 
the  private  doctor.  He  does  not  hear  at  all  about  suspected  cases 
either  until,  or  unless  they  are  confirmed. 

(2) .  The  importance  of  maintaining  an  adequate  and  experienced 
public  health  department  staff  of  all  grades  who,  as  on  this  occasion, 
can  be  diverted  immediately  to  the  task  of  controlling  the  outbreak. 
Medical  science  has  many  victories  to  its  credit  but  it  has  not  yet 
conquered  all  infectious  diseases — one  year  it  may  be  Smallpox, 
another  year  Poliomyelitis  or  Typhoid — the  danger  is  ever  present 
and  can,  I believe,  only  be  met  in  the  ways  I have  mentioned. 

In  addition  to  the  recommendations  which  I made  at  that  time 
two  more  aspects  of  its  control  are  now  more  distinctly  evident — 
Inasmuch  as  smallpox  is  only  probably  infectious  at  certain  stages  in 
its  development  and  casual  contact  even  in  a poorly  vaccinated 
person,  is  not  likely  to  lead  to  infection,  it  follows  that  the  chief 
medium  in  its  suppression  in  the  search  for,  segregation  and  close 
supervision  of  the  immediate  close  contacts  rather  than  the  mass 
vaccination  of  thousands  of  people  who  have  never  been  in  contact 
with  a case  or  if  so  only  for  a very  short  period.  It  is  only  when  the 
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cases  of  unknown  exceed  those  of  known  origin — a position  which 
never  arose  in  Brighton  or  Hove — that  mass  vaccination  is  really  called 
for,  but  from  our  experience  here  it  is  evident  that  the  public,  despite 
its  neglect  of  vaccination  in  the  immune  periods,  still  pins  its  faith  to  it 
during  times  of  invasion  and  one  good  result  of  the  campaign  is  that 
the  general  immunity  is  to-day,  and  will  remain  for  some  time  to 
come,  at  a much  higher  level  than  at  any  time  during  the  present 
century. 

Foredown  Hospital  was  closed  throughout  the  year  until  it  was 
re-opened  on  the  2nd  January  1951  for  the  reception  of  smallpox  cases 
in  women  and  children.  Although  the  Matron,  Miss  Wilson,  and 
the  Sister,  Miss  Jefferies,  were  transferred  to  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  on  the  5th  July  1948,  their  long  period  of  service  with  the 
Hove  Corporation  merits  a reference  in  this  report  now  that  they 
have  both  retired.  In  the  early  years  of  their  service  the  admissions 
to  the  hospital  were  both  large  in  number  and  severe  in  type  and  in 
1929  they  had  to  cope  with  cases  from  the  outbreak  of  Streptococci 
Milk  infection  and  in  the  following  year  with  Scarlet  Fever  from  the 
same  source.  During  the  war  they  had  to  contend  with  admissions 
from  all  the  three  services  and  since  its  termination  they  have  had  to 
cope  with  increasing  nursing  and  domestic  staffing  difficulties. 
Their  retirement  was  postponed  with  the  opening  of  the  hospital  for 
smallpox  cases,  and  that  opening  within  a matter  of  hours  was  only 
made  possible  by  their  whole-hearted  co-operation  and  intimate 
knowledge  of  all  phases  of  its  organisation  and  administration.  At 
all  times  they  have  placed  the  welfare  of  the  patients  and  the  interests 
of  the  hospital  before  their  own  convenience  or  health,  and  all  those 
who  have  been  associated  with  them  will  wish  them  a happy  and 
lengthy  period  of  retirement. 


Immunisation. 

There  has  been  a general  falling  off  in  the  number  of  children 
immunised  throughout  the  country  and  Hove  unfortunately  shared 
in  that  reduction  to  the  extent  of  about  1 /3rd  less  primary  innoculations 
than  in  1949. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  approximately  70%  of  the  children  under 
5 and  66%  of  those  between  5 and  15  have  been  immunised,  but  this 
proportion  is  not  high  enough  to  protect  the  community  from  the 
introduction  and  spread  of  diphtheria,  and  parents  who  fail  to  have 
their  children  protected  in  this  way  are  taking  a grave  risk.  They 
may  have  been  influenced  by  the  reported  connection  between 
innoculation  and  the  subsequent  development  of  Poliomyelitis — a 
matter  obviously  of  great  importance— which  is  under  close 
investigation  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  at  the  present  time.  Even 
so  the  risk  is  negligible  and  at  the  worst  only  necessitates  a postpone- 
ment of  the  protection  until  after  the  summer  months  when  Polio- 
myelitis may  be  present. 
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Vaccination. 

The  returns  at  the  older  ages  are  vitiated  for  comparison  purposes 
by  the  effect  of  mass  vaccination  at  the  end  of  the  year  but  infant 
vaccinations  during  1950  remained  at  about  its  present  level  of  35% 
of  the  births.  When  1 wrote  in  1949  that  I believed  that  nothing  short 
of  a major  outbreak  would  raise  the  level  of  acceptances,  I little  knew 
how  true  that  statement  was  going  to  prove  within  such  a short  period 
of  time. 

The  total  number  of  vaccinations  carried  out  between  December 
30th  and  February  3rd  was  43,104. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

The  table  on  page  24  serves  to  show  how  essential  is  the  routine 
work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  maintaining  and  improving  housing 
conditions  throughout  the  Borough  and  how  by  mutual  co-operation 
with  the  owners  a large  majority  of  the  defects  were  remedied  without 
the  issue  of  Statutory  Notices. 

The  conditions  under  which  food  is  sold,  served  and  prepared 
received  close  and  continuous  attention  and  it  is  a matter  for  con- 
gratulation that  amongst  all  the  samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis 
only  1 showed  any  serious  deficiency,  and  of  263  examined  bacterio- 
logically  only  7 did  not  comply  with  the  required  standard.  All  the 
29  samples  tested  biologically  for  Tubercle  Bacillus  were  negative. 
Of  the  ice  cream  samples  taken  and  classified  according  to  the  results 
of  the  Methylene  Blue  test,  42%  were  in  Grade  1 and  28%  in  Grade 
2,  which  can  be  regarded  as  very  satisfactory. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  and  the  Council  spent  a considerable 
amount  of  time  in  discussing  additions  to  and  amendments  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food  Clean  Food  Model  Bye-laws.  The  chief  additions 
to  which  the  Committee  attached  special  importance  were  the  use  of 
scoops  in  the  handling  of  food  where  reasonably  necessary  ; the 
prohibition  of  smoking  and  spitting  in  rooms  where  food  is  handled, 
wrapped  or  delivered  ; the  non-use  of  newspapers  if  they  come  into 
direct  contact  with  food  except  uncooked  vegetables,  and  the  provision 
of  close  fitting  lids  to  refuse  receptacles. 

It  was  obvious  that  not  all  of  these  would  commend  themselves 
to  the  trades  affected  and  in  some  instances  the  Ministry  itself  suggested 
alternative  wording,  but  finally,  at  the  Meeting  on  the  8th  March, 
1951,  the  Council  approved  the  draft  Bye-laws  with  the  exception  of 
the  clause  requiring  the  use  of  tongs,  and  they  are  now  awaiting 
confirmation  before  being  put  into  operation. 


Transport  and  Handling  of  Meat  in  the  Borough. 

At  their  meeting  in  January  1950  the  Public  Health  Committee 
made  critical  reference  to  the  conditions  under  which  meat  is  handled 
and  conveyed  to  retail  shops  in  the  Borough  and  instructed  the 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  to  present  a report  on  the  subject.  One 
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of  the  difficulties  which  was  stressed  in  his  subsequent  report  is  that 
there  are  no  less  than  3 organisations  who  deal  with  distribution  at 
various  levels,  but  following  on  the  investigation  and  interviews 
with  the  management  a marked  improvement  was  noted. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

This  Act,  which  came  into  force  on  the  31st  March,  1950  and 
replaced  the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act  1919,  lays  an  obligation 
on  a Local  Authority  to  keep  its  district  free  from  Rats  and  Mice 
and  provides  that  it  shall  exercise  its  functions  in  accordance  with 
any  general  or  special  directions  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  in  return  for  a grant  equal  to  half  the  approved  cost. 

At  a later  date  a letter  was  received  from  the  Alinistry  intimating 
that  in  their  view  the  appointment  of  a second  Rodent  Operator  was 
necessary  if  the  Council  was  to  carry  out  its  responsibilities  under 
the  Act  efficiently.  In  view  of  the  50%  grant  the  total  cost  will  not 
exceed  the  present  expenditure,  and  without  such  addition  to  the  staff 
it  is  not  possible  to  carry  out  the  bi-annual  survey  of  the  sewers  or 
deal  promptly  with  all  the  complaints  received.  The  Committee 
decided  that  in  view  of  the  general  review  of  the  Council’s  staffing 
arrangements,  such  an  appointment  should  be  deferred,  but  in  order 
to  carry  out  the  terms  of  the  Act  and  to  qualify  for  the  grant, 
compliance  with  the  Ministry’s  wishes  will  undoubtedly  be  necessary. 

Among  the  miscellaneous  matters  which  came  under  discussion 
during  the  year  were  the  sanitary  arrangements  in  relation  to  the 
visit  of  Chipperfield’s  Circus  to  Hove  Park  in  the  autumn,  where  the 
proximity  of  the  water  headings  made  special  precautions  necessary  ; 
the  improvement  of  the  accommodation,  including  the  provision  of 
refrigeration  plant  which  has  now  been  installed  at  the  Corporation 
Mortuary,  Sheridan  Terrace  ; the  addition  of  disinfectant  powder 
to  the  dustbins  after  emptying,  which  led  to  a difference  of  opinion  as 
to  its  value  in  view  of  the  cost ; and  the  grit  nuisance  from  the 
industrial  premises  around  the  Plarbour. 

A Clean  Food  Exhibition  had  been  proposed  for  the  summer  of 
1951,  but  the  outbreak  of  smallpox  and  the  difficulty  of  securing  the 
Town  Hall  for  a convenient  date  made  a postponement  inevitable. 
Local  Enquiries  were  held  in  connection  with  the  establishment  of  a 
factory  for  the  manufacture  of  potato  crisps  in  a disused  garage  in 
which  the  Minister  supported  the  Council’s  disapproval,  and  in 
respect  of  a convalescent  home  for  the  reception  of  T.B.  patients, 
which  was  allowed. 

Nursing  Homes. 

One  of  the  few  responsibilities  left  with  the  Council  is  the 
registration  and  supervision  of  Nursing  Homes,  of  which  there  are 
some  39  in  the  Borough.  These  are  of  varying  types,  the  majority 
catering  for  the  aged  and  chronic,  and  they  are  visited  on  an  average 
every  six  months.  A successful  prosecution  was  instituted  against  a 
Nursing  Agency  for  contravening  the  Nurses’  Act  1943  by  supplying 
trained  nurses  from  abroad  under  the  guise  of  nursing  orderlies. 
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Care  of  the  Aged. 

Mr.  Brassington,  the  Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths,  in  an  interview 
just  prior  to  his  retirement,  expressed  the  opinion  that  people  in  Hove 
were  living  longer  and  instanced  that  in  1924  when  he  first  took  up 
duty  in  Hove,  the  average  age  at  death  was  70  whereas  to-day  it  is 
nearer  80.  In  1901  there  were  in  England  and  Wales  approximately 
2\  million  persons  of  60  or  over,  by  1947  this  had  risen  threefold 
to  1\  millions.  In  considering  this  problem  it  is  a matter  of  policy 
whether  the  responsibility  for  their  maintenance  should  be  placed 
upon  the  family,  in  which  case  it  becomes  largely  a matter  of  housing, 
or  should  the  State  make  full  provision  in  its  programme  of  social 
welfare  for  the  care  of  old  people  either  in  sickness  or  in  health. 
As  a result  of  changed  conditions  during  and  after  the  war  the  decision 
has  been  made  and  under  both  the  National  Elealth  Act  and  the 
National  Assistance  Act,  accommodation  is  being  provided  for  both 
groups  as  a national  charge,  but  at  the  same  time  I feel  that  ail  too 
often  sons  and  daughters  accept  these  improved  services  with  little 
regard  to  the  duty  they  owe  to  their  parents. 

Hove’s  direct  responsibility  is  confined  to  the  provision  of  housing 
accommodation  for  the  able-bodied,  assistance  towards  additional 
comforts,  and  amenities  such  as  old  people’s  clubs  to  those  residing 
in  their  own  homes,  and  action  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  those 
who  are  unable  to  look  after  themselves  adequately  or  secure  such 
attention  by  other  means.  I,  however,  have  always  interpreted  my 
responsibilities  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  a liberal  manner  and 
I conceive  it  my  duty  to  assist  in  whatever  way  possible  cases  brought 
to  my  notice  and  in  consequence  I spend  a considerable  proportion  of  my 
time  in  visiting  personally  these  old  people,  and  in  conjunction  with 
the  County  Welfare  Department  and  the  newly-formed  Geriatric 
Unit  at  the  Brighton  General  Hospital,  endeavouring  to  facilitate  their 
admission  to  home  or  hospital  as  their  condition  requires.  Despite 
the  very  cordial  relations  and  the  closest  co-operation  with  these 
two  bodies  I still  feel  that  the  responsibility  for  the  care  of  old  people 
should  not  be  divided  in  this  way. 

The  Housing  Committee  has  made  available  a number  of  the  new 
single-bedroom  flats  recently  erected  on  the  Hangleton  Road,  and 
although  these  are  not  specifically  designed  for  old  people,  they  will 
for  a time  meet  the  requirements  of  the  physically  fit,  but  later  on  the 
same  difficulty  will  arise  as  has  arisen  with  the  present  Sheridan 
Terrace  flats — measures  to  cope  with  increasing  infirmity  until 
removal  to  an  old  people’s  home  or  hospital  ward  becomes  a necessity  . 
This  problem  has  been  resolved  in  the  earlier  flats  by  the  allocation 
of  one  of  these  to  a retired  nurse  who  visits  those  in  need  of  attention 
and  generally  supervises  their  welfare. 

Unfortunately  the  smallpox  outbreak  interferred  with  the  calling 
of  an  inaugural  meeting  to  form  a co-ordinating  Committee  for  all 
the  various  agencies,  statutory  and  voluntary,  who  are  interested  in 
old  people.  This  was  finally  held  under  the  chairmanship  of  the 
Mayor  in  April  1951  and  as  a result  a small  ad  hoc  Committee  was 
elected  as  a preliminary  to  the  establishment  of  a larger  and  more 
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representative  one  able  to  deal  adequately  with  all  demands.  The 
Borough  Council,  after  receiving  a report  from  Mrs.  Pearce,  the  W.V.S. 
Centre  Organiser,  in  which  she  pointed  out  that  during  the  winter 
months  on  an  average  450  meals  per  month  were  supplied,  agreed  to 
continue  its  contribution  of  £100  for  another  year  to  the  Meals  on 
Wheels  Scheme.  These  meals  are  supplied  to  deserving  cases  only, 
and  catering  difficulties  only  permit  of  3 meals  per  week  being 
delivered.  From  my  own  personal  knowledge  I know  how  much 
this  service  is  appreciated  and  how  much  the  recipients  depend  on  it 
for  maintaining  their  nutrition  throughout  the  year. 

In  3 cases  preliminary  steps  were  taken  to  initiate  application  to 
the  Court  for  compulsory  removal  orders  under  Section  47  of  the 
National  Assistance  Act,  but  in  all  cases  voluntary  admission  to 
hospital  or  an  old  people’s  home  was  subsequently  arranged. 

Housing. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Kingston,  the  Housing  Manager,  I 
am  enabled  to  present  the  table  on  page  22,  from  which  it  will  be 
seen  that  of  the  total  programme  of  790  new  houses  planned,  628 
had  been  completed  by  the  end  of  December  and  that  the  number  of 
families  rehoused  during  the  year  was  213.  Of  the  total  1,027  married 
persons  awaiting  improved  accommodation,  30%  had  no  family, 
45%  had  one  child,  17%  two  children,  and  only  2%  four  or  more. 

I referred  in  a previous  section  to  the  effect  of  the  rising  cost  of  living 
on  the  nutrition  of  the  children  and  the  same  effect  is  felt  on  the  cost 
of  living  in  a Council  house — for  some  time  now  the  Day  Nursery 
has  been  receiving  applications  from  the  wives  on  the  new  housing 
estates  to  admit  their  children  so  that  they  can  go  out  to  work  to 
supplement  the  husbands’  earnings. 

Shoreham  Harbour  Act. 

In  my  Annual  Report  for  1949  I referred  to  the  proceedings  in  the 
House  of  Lords  and  the  decision  to  hold  a Ministry  of  Health  Local 
Enquiry.  This  was  held  in  March  1950  and  lasted  eight  days.  It 
was  noteworthy  for  the  great  conflict  of  evidence  between  the 
bacteriological  experts  called  by  the  various  parties  as  to  the  standard 
of  purity  which  could  be  considered  reasonably  safe  for  sea  bathing, 
and  in  the  absence  of  any  official  standards  for  sea  water  in  this  country, 
it  is  not.  perhaps  surprising  that  the  estimates  of  the  permissible 
bacteriological  content  should  vary  between  1 and  1,000  B.  Coli  per 
100  c.c.  There  was  also  a similar  conflict  of  evidence  on  the  naked 
eye  appearances  of  pollution  on  the  foreshore  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  outfalls.  Three  different  schemes  were  put  forward  : (I)  the 

British  Electricity  Authority  recommended  that  the  Southwick  and 
Portslade  Joint  Board  sewage  should,  after  purification,  be  discharged 
through  the  Shoreham’s  present  outfall  into  the  Harbour  ; (II)  the 
Joint  Boards  proposed  that  the  Shoreham  sewage  should  be  discharged 
through  the  Board’s  outfall  laid  at  a lower  level  where  it  crosses 
the  harbour  ; and  (III)  Shoreham  suggested  that  the  Joint  Board’s 
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sewage  should  be  pumped  to  their  new  outfall  at  the  eastern 
extremity  of  the  eastern  backwater.  Schemes  (I)  and  (III)  provided 
for  some  type  of  partial  treatment  but  (II)  did  not.  In  his  decision 
the  Minister  elected  for  virtually  scheme  (II)  and  made  no  reference 
to  any  purification  before  discharge.  In  view  of  the  opinion  freely 
expressed  both  in  the  House  of  Lords  and  at  the  Enquiry  as  to  the 
necessity  of  at  least  some  kind  of  preliminary  treatment,  this  omission 
has  caused  some  surprise.  This  ruling  can  obviously  refer  only 
to  the  particular  conditions  appertaining  to  this  part  of  the  coast 
and  must  not  be  regarded  necessarily  as  the  Ministry’s  considered 
general  policy  under  all  circumstances  and  in  all  coastal  resorts, 
but  it  does  lend  support  to  the  opinion  of  the  Ministry’s  Chief 
Medical  Officer  which  I quoted  last  year,  that  “ the  risk  of  sea-bathing 
is  negligible.” 


Administration. 

It  was  with  very  real  regret  that  I parted  with  Dr.  S.  J.  Sutton, 
the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  on  his  appointment  to  a post 
with  the  Mass  Radiography  Service.  Although  most  of  his  duties 
had  been  in  connection  with  the  School  Health  Service,  he  had  always 
maintained  a lively  interest  in  his  work  for  the  Borough  and  had 
proved  a most  loyal  and  conscientious  colleague.  His  place  was 
taken  by  Dr.  N.  Newman,  who  already  shows  that  he  will  be  a worthy 
successor. 

I am  most  grateful  also  to  all  the  other  members  of  the  staff  who 
in  their  several  capacities  have  never  spared  themselves  in  the  perfor- 
mance of  their  duties  to  the  best  interest  of  the  town — an  attitude 
most  noticeable  during  the  smallpox  outbreak  when  they  worked 
unceasingly  and  successfully  along  with  their  County  Council 
colleagues  to  keep  the  disease  outside  the  Borough  boundaries.  It 
is  perhaps  invidious  to  mention  individuals  but  I must  record  my 
thanks  to  Mr.  Churcher,  the  head  of  the  sanitary  side,  and  Mr.  Rickett, 
the  Chief  Clerk,  for  their  efficient  handling  of  all  the  problems 
connected  with  their  particular  sections. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  repeat,  as  in  previous  years,  my 
indebtedness  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  their  continued  support  and  for  their  ready  reception 
of  my  advice  and  recommendations  at  all  times. 

I am,  Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  E.  CHADWICK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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STATISTICS,  1950. 


Area 

(Acres) 

4,01  Of 

Resident  Population  (Mid-1950) 

• • 

69,470 

Population,  19*1  (Census) 

• • 

54,933 

Rateable  Value  (31st  Dec.,  1950) 

149,818 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 

• • 

£4,672 

Births. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  . . . . 668 

312 

356 

Illegitimate  . . . . 56 

35 

21 

Birth  rate  : 10.42  (standard). 

Birth  rate  : 11.54  (corrected). 

Deaths  . ..  ..  1177 

498 

679 

Death  rate  : 16.94  (standard). 

Death  rate  : 10.69  (corrected). 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

* • 

212 

Deaths  from  Measles 

, , 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 

• 0 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2) 

• « 

2 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  . . . . 11 

6 

5 

Illegitimate  . . . . 1 

1 

■ — 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  : 16.57. 

Legitimate  . . . . 16.467 

Illegitimate  ..  ..  18.14 

The  Neo-Natal  Mortality  per  1,000  births  : 8.29 


Still  Births  : 10. 

Rate  per  1,000  Population  . . 0.144 

Rate  per  1,000  Births  . . 13.81 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  . . Nil 

Infant  Deaths. 

Premature  Births  . . . . 3 

Broncho-Pneumonia  . . 3 

Gastro  Enteritis  . . . . 1 

Bronchitis  . . . . 2 

Meningitis  . . . . 1 

Miscellaneous  . . . . 2 


Deaths  under  one  month 


15 


12 

6,  /.<?.,  50% 
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REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING  HOMES. 


The  number  of  nursing  homes  on  the  register  on  31st  December, 
1950  was  39.  During  the  year  4 homes  were  discontinued  and  1 new 
home  was  registered. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  LABORATORY,  1950. 

Specimens  examined  for  : 

Diphtheria. 

From  patients  in  Hove,  primary  swabs  . . . . 39 

From  patients  in  Portslade,  primary  swabs  . . 9 

Tuberculosis. 

From  patients  in  Hove  . . . , . . 27 

From  patients  in  Portslade  . . . , . . 1 

Total  number  of  specimens  examined  . . . . 7 6 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Cases  on  Register.  1 

Totals 
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Deaths. 
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New  Cases.  * 
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Under  1 

1—  5 . . 

5—10 

10—15 

15—20  .. 

20—25 

25—35 

35—45 

45—65 

Over  65 

Totals 
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These  figures  include  “ Inward  Transfers. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1950. 
NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


18 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


STATEMENT  OF  CASES  ADMITTED  TO  THE  BRIGHTON 
V.D.  CLINIC  FROM  THE  HOVE  AREA  DURING  1950. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Other 

Conditions 

106 

78 

28 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

9 

10 

17 

1 

52 

17 

Less 

7 

Cases  t. 

5 

tansferr 

2 

ed  fron 

4 

l other 

2 

Centres 

to  Ho 

ve  area. 

1 

— 

New 

99 

Infectic 

73 

>ns  fror 

26 

n Hove 

5 

area 

8 

17 

1 

51 

17 

Syphilis  Cases  Diagnosed  as  follows. 


M. 

F. 

Primary 

2 

1 

Secondary  . . 

1 

1 

Early  Latent 

— 

— 

Cardio  Vascular 

1 

1 

Neurosyphilis 

— 

— 

Late  Latent  and  Tertiary 

1 

3 

Congenital  under  1 year 

— 

■ — ■ 

Congenital  over  1 year 

— 

2 

5 

8 

Other  Conditions  diagnosed  as  follows. 

M. 

F. 

Requiring  Treatment 

29 

6 

Not  requiring  Treatment 

22 

11 

51 

17 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 
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mparison  between  1949  and  1950. 

Total  number  under  the  age  of  15  years  immunised  by  31-12-49  . . . . 6212 

Total  number  under  the  age  of  15  years  immunised  by  31-12-50  . . . . 6718 

Increase  : 506. 


VACCINATION 
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(a)  HOUSING  PROGRESS  REPORT  FOR  YEAR  ENDED 

31st  DECEMBER,  1950. 


Council  Houses. 

Total  at  Quarter  ended 

31/12/49  31/3/50 

30/6/50 

30/9/50 

31/12 

(a)  To  be  built  under 
Contracts  signed  by 
the  Council 

478 

478 

514 

550 

550 

(b)  Total  number 
completed 

350 

358 

376 

412 

464 

(c)  Total  number  in 
course  of  construc- 
tion 

128 

120 

102 

138 

86 

(d)  To  be  built  by 
direct  labour  by 
Housing  Depart- 
ment 

144 

180 

180 

212 

240 

(e)  Total  number 
completed 

100 

112 

128 

144 

164 

f 

(f)  Total  number  in 
course  of  construc- 
tion 

44 

68  ' 

52 

52 

56 

Requisitioned  Property. 

(g)  Total  number  of 
houses  upon  which 
requisition  has 
been  confirmed  . . 

142 

141 

141 

141 

142 

(h)  Total  number  of 
houses  upon  which 
conversion  has  been 
completed 

142 

141 

141 

141 

142 

(i)  Number  of  family 
units  contained  in 
these  properties  . . 

520 

519 

519 

519 

524 

22 


(b)  THE  TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  FAMILY  UNITS  OF 
ACCOMMODATION  IN  ALL  PROPERTIES  AT 

31st  DECEMBER,  1950. 


Council  Houses  and  Flats 
Requisitioned  Property 
Old  People’s  Flats 
Manor  House,  Court  Farm 


1474 

524 

44 

5 


2047 


(c)  THE  TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  FAMILY  UNITS  REHOUSED 
IN  ALL  PROPERTIES  FROM  1st  JANUARY,  1950 
TO  31st  DECEMBER,  1950. 

213 


(d)  THE  PRESENT  POSITION  AS  TO  OUTSTANDING 
APPLICATIONS  FOR  ACCOMMODATION  IS  AS 

FOLLOWS. 


One  or  more  Adults 

152 

Man  and  wife  only 

314 

Man,  wife  and  1 child 

456 

Man,  wife  and  2 children 

172 

Man,  wife  and  3 children 

65 

Man,  wife  and  4 or  more 

children 

20 

Aged  persons 

• • 

120 

Total 

1299 

23 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF  THE  AREA. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

ANNUAL  STATEMENT  OF  THE 
SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1950. 


« 

Total  number  of  Houses  inspected  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts)  . . . . . . 972 

Total  number  of  Revisits  . . . . . . 1047 

Total  number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 1227 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  972 
Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 1047 

Number  of  Revisits  . . . . . . . . 1227 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  found  satisfactory  . . 286 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  found  with  defects  . . 686 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  . . . . 682 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  . . . . 48 

Number  of  Premises  inspected  (other  than  houses)  from 

complaints  of  nuisances,  etc.  . . . . 53 

Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 61 

Number  of  Revisits  . . . . . . . . 47 

Number  of  Premises  inspected  in  which  nuisances  were  found  20 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  . . . . 20 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  . . . . 3 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Dairies  . . . . 173 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Milkshops  . . . . 26 

Food  Retailers  Premises. 

Number  of  Shops  inspected  in  respect  of  Meat  . . 523 

Ice  Cream  . . . . . . . . 197 

Fish  . . . . . . . . . . 138 

Grocery,  Provisions,  etc.  . . . . . . 124 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  Kitchens,  etc.  . . . . 191 

Other  Shops  . . . . . . . „ 63 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . 109 

Shops  Act,  1934. 

Number  of  .Shops  inspected  . . . . . . 134 

Number  of  Notices  served.  Informal  . . . . 12 

Statutory  . . . . 1 

Hawkers’  Barrows. 

Number  of  Hawkers’  Barrows  inspected  . . . . 33 

Stables. 

Number  of  Stables  inspected  . . . . . . 63 

N umber  of  Notices  served.  Informal  . . . . 3 

Statutory  . . . . Nil 
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Vermin  (Bugs). 

Number  of  visits  regarding  verminous  premises  . . 46 

Number  of  visits  for  disinfestation  of  rooms  . . 33 

Number  of  rooms  treated  for  vermin  . . . . 43 

Drains. 

Number  of  drains  completely  renewed  . . . . 2 

Number  of  drains  partly  repaired  . . . . 31 

Number  of  visits  during  reconstruction  or  repair  . . Ill 

Illness. 

Number  of  visits  in  respect  of  Illness.  Infectious  . . 99 

Non-Infectious  . . 3 

Miscellaneous. 

Number  of  Sundry  visits  . . . . . . 561 

Number  of  Visits  respecting  Unsound  Food  . . 339 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Premises  in  respect  of  Catering 

Licences  . . . . . . . . 7 

Table  of  Defects. 

Number  of  soil  and  vent  pipes,  W.C’s,  sinks  and  waste  pipes  97 
Number  of  gutters  and  rain  water  pipes  . . . . 72 

Number  of  rooms,  passages  and  staircases  requiring  cleansing  48 

Number  of  structural  defects  to  walls,  floors,  ceilings, 

doors,  windows,  grates,  stairs  and  handrails  . . 262 

Number  of  roofs,  chimneys,  yard  paving,  steps  and  areas  131 

Number  of  dustbins,  ashpits  . . . . . . 237 

Number  of  cases  of  dampness  . . . . . . 133 

Number  of  accumulations  of  manure,  refuse,  etc.  . . 19 

Number  of  animal  nuisances  . . . . . . 7 

Number  of  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  . . 1 

Number  of  shops  with  lack  of  washing  accommodation  2 

Number  of  defective  water  supply  ..  . . 11 

Number  of  choked  drains  . . . . . . 47 

Number  of  bakehouses  limewashed  . . . . 6 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1950. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : 

(a)  By  Private  Enterprise  . . . . . . 48 

(b)  Rebuilt  after  enemy  action  . . . . 4 

(c)  With  State  assistance  under  Housing  Acts  : 

By  Local  Authority  . . . . 178 

Additional  dwellings  by  conversion  into  flats  . . 197 

In  the  Old  Parish  of  Hove  . . . . . . 158 

In  the  Old  Parish  of  Aldrington  . . . . . . 36 

In  the  Old  Parish  of  Preston  Rural  . . . . 3 
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No.  74 
No.  351 

No.  436 
No.  441 
No.  447 

No.  449 

No.  463 

No.  464 

No.  465 

No.  466 

No.  467 

No.  468 

No.  469 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 


Milk  (Formal 

75 

2 adulterated 

Beef  Sausages 

7 

Pork  Sausages 

17 

2 adulterated 

Sausages  (Formal) 

8 

Sterilized  Milk 

1 

Ice  Cream 

50 

Butter 

8 

Mincemeat 

10 

2 adulterated 

Tomatoes 

1 

Cakes,  Fish  and  Crisps 
for  Mineral  Oil  . . 

10 

ADULTERATED  SAMPLES. 


Milk  (Formal) 
Milk  (Formal) 


Mincemeat 

Mincemeat 

Pork  Sausages 
(Preserved) 

Pork  Sausages 
(Preserved) 

Pork  Sausages 
(Preserved) 

Pork  Sausages 
(Preserved) 

Pork  Sausages 
(Preserved) 

Pork  Sausages 
(Preserved) 

Pork  Sausages 
(Preserved) 

Pork  Sausages 
(Preserved) 

Pork  Sausages 


Fats  2.75%  Solids  not  Fat  8.82% 
Deficient  in  Fat  8.3% 

Fat  2.90%  Solids  not  Fat  8.95% 
Deficient  in  Fat  3.3%  Freezing 
point  of  this  sample  indicates  that 
it  contains  NO  added  water. 
Soluble  Solids  63.5%  Preserves  Nil. 

Deficient  Soluble  Solids  2.3% 
Soluble  Solids  63.1%  Preserves  Nil. 

Deficient  Soluble  Solids  2.9% 
Meat  content  58.4 
Dioxide  420  p.p.m 


o 


Meat  content  6.6° 


Meat  content 


56.73 


o 


Dioxide  225  p.p.m. 
Meat  content  8.3°/ 


'O 


Meat  content  61.3°/ 


Sulph. 

Deficient 

Sulph. 

Deficient 

Preserves 


Satisfactory.  Meat  content  3.7% 
below  prescribed  minimum. 

Meat  content  61.5%  Preserves 
Satisfactory.  Meat  content  3.5% 
below  prescribed  minimum. 


Meat  content  62.53 


o 


Preserves 


Satisfactory.  Meat  content  2.5% 
below  prescribed  minimum. 

Meat  content  61.0%  Preserves 
Satisfactory.  Meat  content  4.0% 
below  prescribed  minimum. 


Meat  content  62.5 


0/ 


/o 


Preserver 


Satisfactory.  Meat  content  2.5 
below  prescribed  minimum. 


o/ 

/o 


Meat  content  63.2%  Preserves 
Satisfactory.  Meat  content  1.8% 
below  prescribed  minimum. 


Meat  content  56.53 


o 


Preserves 


Satisfactory.  Meat  content  8.5% 
below  prescribed  minimum, 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  ICE  CREAM. 


No.  of  Samples  taken  . . . . . . 50 

Graded  as  follows  : 

Grade  1 . . . . . . . . 21 

Grade  2 '. . . . . . . . 14 

Grade  3 . . . . . . . . 6 

Grade  4 . . . . . . . . 9 


RATS. 

The  Rodent  Operator  made  1761  visits  during  the  year  under  review 
and  caught  398  rats. 


Sewer  Treatment. 

Number  of  manholes  baited  . . 325 

Number  of  “no  takes”  . . 317 

Number  of  <cvery  small  takes”  . . 8 

Number  of  Rats  bodies  found  . . 3 


PROSECUTIONS. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT.  Adulterated  Samples. 

Sample  469  Pork  Sausages  Deficient  in  Meat  Content  8.5% 

Fined  £10. 

Costs  £9/9/6. 

Giving  a false  warranty  in  writing 

Fined  £5. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

Failing  to  Abate  Nuisance  . . Defendant  did  not  appear  in  Court. 

Order  to  abate  in  28  days. 

Court  Costs  £4/8/6. 

Appeal  against  a notice  served  on  the  Owner  for  the  provision  of  a 
dustbin  . . . . Magistrates  dismissed  Appeal. 


SALE  OF  MILK  UNDER  SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS. 

Licences  under  the  Special  Designations  Order  were  granted  : 
For  the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  . . . . 34 

For  the  sale  of  Pasteurised  Milk  . . . . 35 

Licences  to  Pasteurise  Milk  . . . . . . 1 

Supplementary  Licences  for  the  sale  of  Sterilised  Milk  . , 1 
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SAMPLES  TAKEN  DURING  THE  YEAR  1950. 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Farm  Bottled)  Milk  . . . . 106 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  . . . . . . 6 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  Milk  . . . . ' 47 

T.T.  Channel  Island  Pasteurised  Milk  . . . . 24 

Pasteurised  Milk  . . . . . . . . 80 

The  following  samples  did  not  comply  with  the  prescribed 
conditions  : 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Farm  Bottled)  Milk  . . . . 7 

BIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 

29  samples  were  tested  and  all  were  found  negative  for  T.B. 


CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  THE  TOWN  WATER 

SUPPLY. 

19th  June,  1950. 

The  water  on  arrival  had  the  following  characteristics  : 

Colour — None. 

Smell — None. 

Sediment — None. 


Chemical  analysis  afforded  the  following  : 


Total  Solids  (dried  at  100°  C) 

« ♦ 

25.5  grains  per  gallon 

Solids  after  ignition 

• • 

21.0  „ „ „ 

Chlorine 

• • 

2.3  „ 

Ammonia  (free) 

• • 

.006  parts/million 

Ammonia  (Albumoid) 

• • 

.024  ,,  ,, 

Oxygen  taken  from  permanganate 

in 

J hour 

. . 

Nil  grains  per  gallon 

Oxygen  taken  from  permanganate 

in 

4 hours 

• * 

Nil 

,,  ,,  ,, 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  and  Nitrates 

• • 

20 

Nitrites 

• • 

Nil  , , , , , , 

JTardness  (total) 

• • 

16.0 

Hardness  (after  Boiling) 

• • 

4 3 

55  55  55 

Phosphates 

• • 

Nil  ,,  5, 

Metalic  Impurity — Iron 
pH—7.4 

• » 

02 

• ' 55  55  55 

REPORT. 


The  above  results  are  highly  satisfactory,  and  1 am  of  opinion  that 
as  far  as  can  be  ascertained  from  chemical  analysis  this  water  is  quite 
safe  for  drinking  purposes  and  suitable  for  a public  supply. 

(Signed)  R.  F.  Wright, 

21-6-50.  Public  Analyst. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  THE 

SWIMMING  BATH  WATER 

AT  THE  KING  ALFRED. 

Small  Swimming  Bath. 

The  organisms  per  ml.  which  grew 

on  Yeastrel  Agar 

in  3 days  at 

22  degrees  C.  aerobically  and  were 

then  visible  to  the  naked  eye  as 

colonies  numbered  : 

January  11th 

• • • • 

4 

January  25th 

• • « « 

1 

February  7th 

Less  than  1 

March  6th  ■ 

117 

May  30th 

460 

August  9th 

320 

August  21st 

420 

August  28th 

32 

September  6th 

95 

October  4th 

410 

October  17th 

155 

November  7th 

95 

November  28th 

6 

December  27th 

20 

On  Yeastrel  Agar  at  37  degrees 

C. 

and  under  aerobic  conditions 

colonies  were  noticed  after  2 days  incubation  : 

January  11th. 

9 

January  25th 

2 

February  7th 

9 

March  6th 

75 

May  30th 

150 

August  9th 

83 

August  21st 

59 

August  28th 

16 

September  6th 

48 

October  4th 

150 

October  17th 

62 

November  7th 

101 

November  28th 

6 

December  27th 

8 

Examination  for  organisms  of  the 

Coli  Group  per  100  ml.  : 

January  11th 

Less  than  1 

January  25th 

Less  than  1 

February  7th 

Less  than  1 

March  6th 

3 

50%  faecal  50% 

non-faecal 

May  30th 

2 

50%  faecal  50% 

non-faecal 

August  9th 

8 

50%  faecal  50% 

non-faecal 

August  21st 

1 

all  non-faecal 

August  28th 

L 

ess  than  1 

September  6th 

1 

50%  faecal  50% 

non-faecal 

October  4th 

L 

ess  than  1 

October  17th 

13  50%  faecal  50%  non-faecal 

November  7th 

L 

ess  than  1 

November  28th 

1 

all  non-faecal 

December  27th 

Less  than  1 
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Large  Swimming  Bath. 

The  organisms  per  ml.  which  grew  on  Yeastrel  Agar  in  3 days  at 
22  degrees  C.  aerobically  and  were  then  visible  to  the  naked  eye  as 
colonies  numbered  : 

April  11th  ..  ..  ..  ..  241 


May  15th 
May  30th 
June  7th  . . 
June  19th 
July  10th 
August  9th 
August  21st 
August  28th 
September  6th 


35 

310 

262 

9 

72 

162 

390 

64 

85 


the  Coli  Group  : 
3 faecal  75°/ 


non-faecal  25 


0/ 


5 

3 

1 

2 


On  Yeastrel  Agar  at  37  degrees  C.  and  under  aerobic  conditions 
colonies  were  noticed  after  2 days  incubation 

April  11th  ..  . . ..  . . 152 

May  15th  . . . . . . . . 53 

May  30th  . . . . . . . . 68 

June  7th  . . . . . . . . 210 

June  19th  . . . . . . . . 10 

July  10th  . . . . . . . . 34 

August  9th  . . . . . . . . 91 

August  21st  . . . . . . . . 35 

August  28th  . . . . . . . . 72 

September  6th  . . . . . . . . 53 

Examinations  for  Organisms  of 
April  11th 
May  15th 
May  30th 
June  7th 
June  19th 
July  10th 
August  9th 
August  21st 
August  28th 
September  6th 

Storage  Tank. 

The  organisms  per  ml.  which  grew  on  Yeastrel  Agar  in  3 days  at 
22  degrees  C.  aerobically  and  were  then  visible  to  the  naked  eye  as 
colonies  numbered  : 

January  11th  . . . . . . . . 5 

January  25th  . . . . . . . . 2 

On  Yeastrel  Agar  at  37  degrees  C.  and  under  aerobic  conditions 
colonies  were  noticed  after  2 days  incubation  : 

January  11th  . . , . . . 2 

January  25th  . . . . . . . . 3 

Examinations  for  organisms  of  the  Coli  Group  : 

January  11th  . . 3 per  100  ml.  all  non-faecal 

January  25th  . . . . Less  than  1 

33 


all  non-faecal 
all  non-faecal 
all  non  faecal 
all  non-faecal 
Less  than  1 
50  all  non-faecal 
5 faecal  20%  non-faecal  80% 
13  faecal  50%  non-faecal  50% 


7 faecal  25' 


non-faecal  75% 


Settling  Tank. 

The  organisms  per  ml.  which  grew  on  Yeastrel  Agar  in  3 days  at 
22  degrees  C.  aerobically  and  were  then  visible  to  the  naked  eye  as 


colonies  numbered  : 
August  28th 

Less  than  1 

On  Yeastrel  Agar 

at  37  degi 

ees 

C.  and  under  aerobic  conditions 

colonies  were  noticed  after  2 days 

incubation  : 

August  28th 

• • 

• • 

Less  than  1 

Examinations  for  organisms  of  the  Coli  Group  : 

August  28th 

• • 

• • 

Less  than  1 

GOODS  CONDEMNED 

DURING  THE  YEAR 

1950. 

Tins 

• • • • 

8715 

Jars 

• • • • 

417 

Sweets 

. . 151  lb.  4 oz. 

Fruit  Lollies 

• • • • 

5 

Fruit  Cake 

513  lb.  2 oz. 

Swiss  Rolls 

3 

Chicken  . . 

7 

Eggs 

1578 

Packets  (flour,  etc.) 

386 

Sultanas  . . 

30  lb. 

Pears 

1080  lb. 

Cheese 

14  1b. 

Nutmeg  . . 

52  lb. 

Dried  Peel 

40  lb. 

Root  Ginger 

38  lb. 

Apricots  . . 

11  lb. 

Tomatoes 

129|  lb. 

Sausages  . . 

45  lb. 

Rabbits 

2 

Prunes 

30  lb. 

Sugar 

120  lb. 

Fish  : Assorted 

348  st. 

Roes 

35  lb 

Trout  and  Salmon 

691  lb. 

Prawns 

66  lb. 

Fish  Cakes 
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Sweetened  Fat 

2 ton  11  cwt.  2 qtrs.  1 

st.  18  lb. 

MAGISTRATES’ 

CONDEMNATIONS. 

Norwegian  Salmon 

• • • • 

71  lb. 

Plaice 

• • 

• • 

• • • • 

130  lb. 

Imported  Meat 

♦ • • • 

251  lb. 

Home  Killed  Meat 

• * • • 

117  lb. 

Imported  Offal 

• « 

, , 

. . 

151  lb. 

Home  Killed  Offal 

# # 

17i  lb. 

Corned  Beef 

27l|  ib. 

Luncheon  Meats 

• • 

• • 

. . 

713J  lb. 
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